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Praised be Jesus Christ!  

 

Dear Pastors, Principals of Polish Language Schools, Directors of Religious Education for Polish 

Community Program, and Catechists. 

 

I welcome this opportunity to share with you and the many, under your supervision, who work to 

pass down our Catholic faith to the young. I thank you for your commitment and work in 

providing a catechetical program in the Polish language at your ethnic school. 

 

As you may know, instilling faith in the young is a tremendous undertaking that involves the 

cooperation of gifted catechists, concerned adults, devoted priests and faith-filled parents. Each 

year thousands of children and youth participate in catechetical formation and sacramental 

preparation programs through your Polish schools and parishes of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

This number suggests that great faith is present in the Polish community. It also creates a 

challenge to provide a catechetical program that shares a common vision, direction, and purpose 

in all of the nearly 40 locations that serve the faith needs of our young. 

 

In 2009 Cardinal Francis George asked the Office of Catechesis and Youth Ministry for 

assistance to help ensure all Polish schools that offer catechetical formation and sacramental 

preparation have the proper resources and support to continue this vital ministry.  

 

In May 2013, after four years of visiting and evaluating the catechetical programs offered in the 

Polish language schools, there was a report presented to the Cardinal and the Episcopal Council. 

The report included statistical information such as the number of students in the Polish 

catechetical program and the variety of program structures in the Polish schools. After the 

presentation of the report, Cardinal Francis George made a decision to officially recognize the 

catechetical program taught in the independent Polish language and culture schools that meet the 

necessary requirements.  

 

Every year the management of the Polish school will apply for a license to offer the approved 

catechetical program in the school. The Office for Catechesis and Youth Ministry is the 

Cardinal’s delegate and oversees catechesis in the Archdiocese of Chicago. The following are the 

requirements for obtaining a license to teach catechesis in the Polish language or culture school: 

1) A fee of $3.00 for every student participating in the catechetical program at the Polish 

language or culture school.  

2) The license must be renewed every year.  
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3) All catechists (those who teach catechesis) need to be certified or in the process of 

certification.  

4) All Polish language or culture schools are required to adhere to Policy #1800 Catechesis 

in Private Schools found in the Archdiocese of Chicago’s Policies and Procedures, Book 

III The Teaching Office of the Church. 

 

The procedures for obtaining the license will be presented at the following meetings:  

Directors of Polish Schools on June 7, 2014 

Catechetical Directors of Polish Schools on May 29, 2014 

            Catechists on June 14, 2014 

 

Your participation in one of these meetings is mandatory. 

 

Once again, I thank you for all you do to sustain the integrity and uniformity of a comprehensive 

catechetical program in your parishes and schools.  

 

       Bóg Zapłać, 

 

        

       Maria H. Sedano (Maruja) 

       Director 

       Office for Catechesis and Youth Ministry 

 


